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At Hopedale there was a large Danish ship with over
six hundred tons of cargo for the new Moravian buildings.
The Brethren do not build as we are doing from coast
material. In order to save time and also to have more
substantial buildings, they are cut out and built in
Germany, photographed, and each piece marked. Then
they are taken to pieces, shipped, and sent out here for
erection.

Some years ago in Germany, when the Socialists were
wearing beards and mustaches, all respectable people
used to shave. Therefore the missionaries being Germans
insisted on the Eskimos shaving as they did. The result
is that at one store at least a stock of ancient razors are
left on hand, for now neither missionary nor Eskimo
shaves 'in the inhospitable climate of this country. A
small stock of these razors was, therefore, left on my
account in some graves from which one or two Eskimos
were good enough to go and get us a few ancient stone
implements. It is a marvellous thing how superstition
still clings around the very best of native Christian
communities.

The Moravian Mission is a trading mission. This trad-
ing policy in some aspects is in its favour. It is unques-
tionably part of a message of real love to a brother to put
within his reach at reasonable rates those adjuncts of
civilized life that help to make less onerous his hard
lot. Trade, however, is always a difficult form of charity,
and the barter system, common to this coast, being in
vogue at the Moravian Mission stations also, practically
every Eskimo was in debt to them. In reality this caused
a vicious circle, for it encouraged directly the outstand-
ing fault of the Eskimo, his readiness to leave the morrow
to care for itself so long as he does not starve to-day,>
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